THE   RETARDED    CHILD

potent, it is frequently aggravated by one or more of
the other factors.

We will consider these causes in turn.

The teacher of the nursery class soqji becomes aware of
the individual differences among her little pupils. Some
are from the outset active, courageous, enterprising and
curious; they learn quickly the simple routine of the
classroom, show a growing tendency to become ab-
sorbed in and concentrate upon the various interesting
occupations provided. Towards the end of their stay in
the nursery class they usually become specially inter-
ested in what might be called the more "intellectual"
pursuits; they work, for instance, with patience and
persistence to complete a jigsaw puzzle or a mosaic
pattern. Without any formal teaching they pick up
ideas quickly, ask questions, show signs of inventiveness
and constructive ability. They quickly learn to listen
to stories and verse; they look at pictures with interest
and attention, and their spoken vocabulary develops
rapidly. They give, as a rule, willing obedience to
the teacher's requests and show signs of independence
and a sense of responsibility. They are, in fact, thor-
oughly satisfactory pupils, making a good adjustment
to their carefully prepared environment.

But some children, from the beginning, show signs of
restlessness and instability. They are often disorderly
in behaviour, do not learn to follow the routine of the
class, rarely settle down to any task, tend to be destruc-
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